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RESUMO

A década de 1970 é marcada pela ascensdo dos temas ligados a conscientizagdo ambiental em todo
mundo. Paralelamente, o Brasil vivia um periodo de redemocratizacdo e ampliacdo dos programas de pds-
graduacdo que permitiram o surgimento de diversas entidades ndo governamentais e de recepcionar a histdria
ambiental, tendo a defesa do meio ambiente como foco principal. Neste contexto, surge em 1978 a Associacao
Paraibana Amigos da Natureza — APAN, que ira empreender esfor¢os para acabar com a atividade baleeira em
Lucena, litoral Norte do Estado da Paraiba. Atividade estabelecida desde 1912, com a instalacdo da Copesbra
— Companhia de Pesca Norte do Brasil, servindo de base econ6mica para o referido municipio/Estado, onde
cerca de Trés mil habitantes dependiam direta ou indiretamente da atividade. Com isso, até a proibi¢cdo da caca
a partir da Lei federal 7.683 no ano de 1987, todo um debate entre ecologistas, parlamentares e a populagédo é
noticiado pelos jornais da época de 1970 e 1980.
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ABSTRACT

History of the environmental movement in Paraiba (APAN): The fight to end whaling (1978-
1987).

The 1970 is marked by the rise of topics related to environmental awareness worldwide. Meanwhile, Brazil
underwent a period of democratization and expansion of graduate that allowed the emergence of various non-
governmental organizations and environmental history of welcoming, and the protection of the environment as
the main focus programs. In this context, arises in 1978 the Friends of Nature Association Paraibana - APAN,
which will undertake efforts to end whaling in Lucena, North coast of the state of Paraiba. Activity established
since 1912, with the installation of Copesbra - Northern Fishing Company of Brazil, serving the economic base
for the municipality / state, where nearly three thousand people directly or indirectly dependent activity. Thus,
until the hunting ban from the federal Act 7683 in 1987, a whole debate between environmentalists,
parliamentarians and the population is reported by newspapers at the time of 1970 and 1980.
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